
FIGHT ON FOR SENATE
Democrats at Sea in West
Virqinia Over Scott Successor.
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MANY ASPIRANTS IN FIELD
I

Millionaire Candidates Pursuing
Members of Legislature.
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Belief Expressed That Republicans
»

and One Recalcitrant Democrat

Will Control Organization.

Special !i t" The Star.

WHEELING. W. Va.. November Ji:..
Clarence IV. Watson, the Fairmont o>ai
ft.agnate «a? a ten-to-one favorite as tli"
democ ratic successor to I'tilted States j
Senator Scott a week ago. "Watson will j
w in in a walk."* was the popular verdict
tnat Is, popular in the sense of being

general. With all due allowance, no Watsoienthusiast would tenn him the popularchoice ;'t present. The rank and tile
first of all would select John J. t'ortiv\«or John W. Davis. Of the two announcedcandidates they would by long
odds prefer John T. JlcGraw.
Which brings up the question of the

relative standing of these candidates as

compared to a week ago. John T. Jlctdaw'sannouncement, followed by his

getting busy prior to and after the same,
makes him now seem like an even chance.
The determination of the contest hinges
on the number of legislators that can be
controlled by William K. Phil ton, a reeepiivecandidate, who is believed to have
combined with Watson for the purpose of
defeating Met;raw and in teturn getting
Watson's sti: port for himself when SenatorKlkins successor is to be named.
MeGraw and Watson live in adjoiningcounties in the northern part of

West Virginia. McGraw's home county
is in the second congressional district;
Watson s county < Marion) in the first.
Naturally, thev want the backing of j
their home counties and neighboring]
counties. Representatives-elect Davis |
and Drown are for MeGraw. Sentiment
is decidedly in his favor in almost [I
. very northern county, but, unfortunatelyfor him. some of these counties
where he is strongest, notably Marshall.have republican legislators.

Disposition of the "Forces."
Watson will have the three house

members from Marion. MeGraw one

from Taylor and probably the vote of!
Ilood Phillips of Taylor, who was elect- j
cd to the senate. But this vote is]
problematical, inasmuch as Phillips'
district i the second) embraces Marion
county. Ohio county will have four'
democratic members for the lirst time j
s;n *e 18f»2. and the Watson and Mc-;
draw forces have recently been stirring1
up the hushes around Wheeling at a

gr< at rate. MeGraw will get at least
three of them.
The deciding clement will therefore

reside in the southern counties, where'
the < 'hilton-MaeCorkle faction of the!
party is strong, if not in control, and!
as there will be more than two men!
balloted for in tlie democratic contest
the ult.mate outcome is impossible to I
determine, since thirty-five votes will I
nominate, and candidates apparently
weak at the start are likely to developitrength if the balloting is prolonged.
L. K. Ticrney of Cabell expects to
benefit jn this way. Incidentally, his *

Candida-v may withhold three votes
from tiie Chilton line-up and eventu- ;
.11V benefit Mcilraw Tierney's candidacy
Jready indirectly helps the Taylor coun- 1*
y candidate. e:
William K. Chilton has never been able

10 defeat .M'Graw when their ambitions phave clashed, and their contests liave
l«een the only matters of more than ordi- p
nary interest for the minority party to be
entertained with while the republicans
controlled the legislature. Their last bout f(
was when Chilton essayed to succeed nHKjra* as national committeeman. A
year previously John J. Cornwell was ^given the empty hor.or of senatorial nomineeby the democratic caucus after a]yelther McGraw nor Chilton could get a

majority. Cornwell is supposed to be for
McGraw in the present engagement. fl

Wateon's Managers. II
Watson's candidacy is peing generaled

in the upper counties by Charles K. Wells.
who was Cnited States marshal under i
Cleveland, and O. S. McKinney. speaker
of the last democratic house of dele- j
gates, and by William K Ohley, the last i
democratic secretary of state, in the ^Charleston district. This trio came to t
Wheeling ;o look over the situation followingihc big dollar banquet of the
Marshall county democracy at MoundsVibe.at which McGraw was the star
tjgure and honor guest, although not in-
M-ntionally so on the part of the ban-
quet managers. When McGraw's train
from Grafton was late and lie entered
i belated guest he was given an ovation
vi hicli left no doubts as to his standing reili the panhandle section, and his speech
y. as a rouser. c<

i The republicans are looking on with ti
nooneealed delight and will make capital ,M

111 the event of the selection of Watson, ](]$n the ground of his great wealth having .

men the paramount consideration. The °

fl'-moerats thtougliout the campaign as- a:

fcrt»-d it was Senator Scott's wealth
fe l»i**|-i cm vn Inni nrovticrp :i n>l tltut

y|7« «. , * > ",MV I S|
the republicans had iu> use for any other'
senatorial aspirant. Now that the shoe
l.-nris to l#e on tiie other foot the re- j 111

publicans are pardonably gleeful. .

i The "dollar dtnner ' of the Marshall f,
jo intv democrats was arranged to cele-

hiatethe dcinO'-ratic victory generally
gnd tin- gains of the party in Marshall t

County. It was a repetition of a similar B(
Affair given two years ago to celebrate| ra
fch'' tirst big slice taken off the repub-j
That; majorities in a county which used p,to ;* one of the conspicuous republican e,
»tiongi:olds of West Virginia. At tliei ft
ra'e the militant democrats of Marshall! rf
Are marching on they expect to win a! i.
tiotable triumph two years hence I

Those Bidden to Feast. |"]e(
Invitations were sent to Norman E. t

U aek. democratic national chairman;; y
Jb-presentatives-elect Davis, Brown, ^
Hamilton and Uttlepage of West Vlr- ri

ginia; to fol. McGraw, William E. Chll- ni

ton, Henry (J. Davis. C. W. Watson, L* ni

E. Tiemey. John J. Cornwell, L>. N. TavMiner,John II. Holt, l^ewls Bennett and "

V A. Maci'orkle. prospective United ri
States senators, and to local and nearby
democratic leaders and legislators. Of w

these notables only McGraw and John W. pDavis responded. The others sent regrets.
Norman Mack's message was a cheering ,1
one. which was loudly applauded.
There has just ended a recount asked

lot by Frank Caldwell, democratic can- p
oidate for the state senate from the ai
t'rst (Wheeling) district, which would G,
have settled the situation In that bodyj t.J
lad it resuked in his favor. He was, ^
h« aien on tiie face of the'returns by!
Julian G. Hearne i>v rjt> votes. Hearne cj
gained almost a dozen on the recount.
Hence the state senate stands as first .

reported.a 15 to 15 proposition. There
are fears In democratic circles of the republicanssecuring a weak-kneed brother
and organising the body with republican
control.
. For the patronage of the house, which is
Sivenrhelminly democratic, there is a h;
great scramble. M. M. Neelv. tiie young

jnavorof Fairmont; ex-Sheriff «\ K.
JCethken of Mineral, and once a s'atv Cl

hniveiwity foot ball s'ar. and Shir!®v w

[toss, city recorder of Charleston, arc tsie
nost active aspirants for the e*erkship, e:
he t>est plurn in the basket. Septimus u
(all of Wetzel, who sat in the (State con ft

frtitution&l corivfntion in 1H7-. and tiie y
Aildevf member in point of age and legis- u
aa! I v»* service. ' hopes to l>e speaker, but f<Will he opposed by a lively field. p

Democrats to Lop Expenses. f;
4 Tax Commissioner Townsend'a term ax- Jjj¥>ir<'s with the end of the month. Gov.
x:iass<ock ho»»ea to retain him until the o
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"gislature ends, so as to be on hand for

tpected trouble. The democrats intend
attack this department and cut the

umber of its clerks and appropriations, j
therwise the governor would name {
rank Lively at once to succeed Towu?nd.
if coming events east their shadows be-
tre the Wtet Virginia delegation to the j
ational democratic convention w ill be j
>r Harmon or Wilson Woodrow for the
residency. That is the way Xatinai Comlitteerr.anMcGraw puts it, and liis views

cronoro !lt* inrlnrS&H
t V. 11V i U li,l

iAILWAYS BEAR MARKET
AGAINSTTHEMSELVES

!. E. Williamson Sees No Justification
for Pessimistic

Utterances.

A large attendance of railroad counsel,
presenting most of the railroads of the
luntry. is expected at the hearing before
ie interstate commerce commission next
[onday on the interpretation to be
laced on the long and short haul clause
the amended interstate commerce act,

< applied to export and import traffic.
Many lines have advised the commisonthat they will be represented by their
itomeys. and the hearing is regarded as

iost important.
E. E. Williamson, freight commissioner
n the commercial organizations of Clnnnati,yesterday afternoon resumed his
stimonv. telling about the "remarkably
>od" financial condition of American
illroads.
He said that since the Hepburn act the
Jbltc had been contributing greater revtuesto the railroads, and that the ef

ctiveenfnrr-ement of the law aarainst
bates practically spelled the difference
stween bankruptcy and prosperity for
le railroads. He declared that the basis
' credit of nearly all the railroads was
>od.
He told of what he termed a pessimistic
amphlet prepared by Chairman C. C.
IcLane of the Trunk Line Association,
hich, lie said, was distributed by the
lilroads, though it seemed to "bear the
larket against themselves." the doculentdephiring the rate situation as
ireaiening the stability of the railroads,
[e severely criticised that pamphlet as

;flecticg upon railroad security integt.v.
He dwelt upon a letter in reply which
is commercial organization had sent to
resident Brown of the New York Cen- j
a I deploring such a pronunciameuto '

'mn the railroads.
He told of the purchasing agents of
te Chicago Great Western, Chicago.
,ock Island and Pacific and the Chicago ;
nd Eastern Illinois soliciting signatures j
f shippers to head off oppostion to in-
reuses in rates, a similar letter being
»nt out by the (Jiittln Car Wheel Com-
aiiv a railwav sunolv concern of t!hi- i
*gu.
The rate Increase hearing will continue »

ext Tuesday. i
I

The Great Realists.
t

roni the Forum. t

While studying the great paintem 11
ad begun to notice that there was a cer- 1

iln quality common to all of them, a
ertain power they all possessed when
orking at highest pressure.the power of
peing things as they are, the vital and
-sential truth of things. I don't mean
i say that all of them possessed this
lenity to the <sqme dejgree. Par from it.
he truth of things to Titian is overlaid
1th romance; he is memorable mainly
sr his magic of color and beauty, while
lolbein Is Just as memorable for his
asp of reality. Hut compare Titian with
lorgione or Tintoretto, and you will see
-at his apprehension of the. reality of
ilrgs is much greater than theirs. It is
iia* which distinguishes him from the
thcr great colorista of Venice.

I
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A .MAX who had a strange claim to
notoriety died in Washington the
other week. He was Albert Ports,

a professional rigger, a "human fly," and
lie often remarked that he was the only
man who ever had his picture taken
within kissing distance of the Goddess
of Liberty. This he considered more of
a distinguishing circumstance than the
fact that he once fell from the dome of
the Capitol and lived to tell the tale. Incidentally,he bore the scars of that accidentto the grave. Ports was one of
the best' known and conspicuous of the
old-time attaches of the Capitol, and
rendered untold service to the government.
About five years ago an appropriation

was made by Co gress for the cleansing
of the statue of the Goddess of Liberty,
with which the dust and rains for many
years had played sad havoc. The task
of erecting a scaffolding around this distinguishedfemale was almost superhuman,but Albert Ports announced he
could do it.and ho did. The statue
weighs 16,000 pounds and the surface,
therefore, is very considerable. The timbersof the scaffolding were hoisted up
from the inside of the dome ,one at a
time, and a huge framework erected
around the goddess.or "Indian" as she
is frequently referred to. From the base
line to the crest of the building is a
good 307 feet, while Miss Liberty stands
10 feet 4 inches in her bronze sandals! 8o
to be able to scrub her aquiline nose the
man with the brush must be suspended
.TJ6 feet in the air. Ports was the only
man willing to undertake the feat, and
he made good at it.

*
* *

And this he accomplished thirty years
after he had fallen from the dome. It
was in August, 1S74, that Ports climbed
into the dome and made his way out
upon the "light" balcony. Crawling up
on the railing, he leaned far over to examinethe roofing directly .under the balcony.This gallery, by the way, is composedof thirteen columns, emblematic of
the thirteen original states, and Ports
never quite decided whether the thirteen
hoodoo was responsible for his fall or
whether it brought him good luck and
saved his life. Not long ago he was
telling some friends in the architect's
office of liis experience, and he said:
"I was leaning away over and thought

I had a good purchase. The city, like a
great wheel, lay spread out beneath me.
Suddenly, I don't know how or why. I
lost rnv balance and plunged down, down,
down. 1 seemed to be hours falling and
I know I turned a complete somersamt
As I shot into space I heard the frightenedscreams of my two assistants. Finally,I landed In a crumpled heap In the
gallery above the first order of columns.
The other riggers told me afterward that
they ran down the steps and climbed out
_ At. « t. A ; . * iini.

on 1:1a Duicony expecting 10 nntl nine
more left of ine than a .small grease spot.
But I wasn't dead nor even badly hurt
and was already trying to untwist and
untangle myself when they arrived. My
men took me to the superintendent's officeand the doctor that they called
couldn't find anything more the matter
than a badly broken wrist. He set the
wrist, but. as you can see. it Is badly
maimed and discolored to this day. 1 ne
doctor said that it wasn't his fault and
I guess it wasn't. He wanted me to go
home, and not fuss around any more, and
g!vn the bones a chance to mend, but I
just had to finish that little job.and I
finished it that day, too!"

m
* *

Albert Porta' determination, his absolutefearlessness and reliability, made
him vastly - useful around such a building
as the Capitol. He had a sort of free
license about the place, and a little room
In the basement of the building was his
own particular oflloe by a gratefulgovernment in recognition of years
of faithful service. It was down a windingstairway, and when he had conducted
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Al" Ports, !j
: "Human Fly"

his \ isitor into the queer shaped little c

cell, he had many amusing tales to tell ,

and relics to display. In a curious closet, ;which he deliglited to open up, his over- '

alls hung next to a tine black dress suit.
cHis son. who for years assisted the father "

in his perilous business, was the big item Jand tenderness of the older man's life. ,
When this son died a year ago. Ports '

was heartbroken, and went gradually *

downhill until his sudden death the other ;
week. He was taken 111 In the little room
he called his "home." beneath the big
white dome, and before. many minutes
was dead.
One of the exhibits Ports kept in his

"home" was a bit of dark blue cloth
that he said was part of the coat that
"the man who walked off the dome, and
didn't live to talk about it," had on at
the time of the occurrence. Ports seemed
to find a particular fascination in this
story.perhaps because of the similarity
to his own case. His history of the af- '

fair is interesting- 1

"It was in March, 1875. the next year
after my fall. Nobody ever found out
whether this man fell or jumped from
the dome. Not long before Blondin had
made every one sit up and take notice
when he had crossed Niagara on a tight
rope. Maybe the stranger had this in
mind.maybe he had it too much in
mind.

"For several days before, he had been
wandering around the Capitol, taking in
the sights and talking to the workmen

| and guards. He said his name was John
McMahon, and that he was studying to

i be a priest. So when he remarked that
t he believed he had more faith than Peter,
and could walk upon the water, nobody

j paid much attention to him. The Capitol
j always has been and always will be a
place for cranks, and unless they get s
tr/Mihlounnia nohn^i- Kct hove V

"On the morning- that the accident oc- s
; curred McMahon climbed to the top of 1
the dome. As 'far as wc know, it was s
his first visit there, and it certainly was c
his last. Wallace Chapman, now'a ines- 1

i senger in the architect's office, was then t
the guard on duty in the dome. He had J
to attfnd to some business in the lower
gallery, and when he weht down the t
spiral stairs he left the man standing on
the gallery.the one directly under the 1
goddess and Just over the tholus v
"A few minutes later. Chapman said, \

he was horrified to see a dark mass fly- s
ing past him, and there being no flying i i
machines visible in those days, he knew j I
something had happened sure enough, j 11
In a minute lie heard a crash, as the 1
man's body hit the roof just over the t
tympanum of the east front of the build- 11
ing. 1 was working in that part of the»
building, and. following the excitement. a
rushed with some other employees to the j li
place where the body was lying. John | hn ta »- .t. - -« .

n. nvui-ii, who was men tne sergcani-ai-s *
arms, was the first one there, and he and ! n
Chapman dragged the body from where! c
It was dangling over the pediment."Well, we carried the body down into s
the crypt. Every bone was broken, and J t
to this day there are inch-deep dmtw in "1
the facing of the copper where the poor 'Ifellow struck." o

* s
* * o

Ports always wound off this story with ^a bit of humor that he thought extremely ^neat. He declared that four other personshad "taken leaps for life from the d
dome." because two ceremonies of mar- h
riage had been performed at that sub- °

lime altitude.
l(When anything special or unusual hap- tipened at the Capitol Ports appeared to be rialways in evidence. One of his amusing itanecdotes dates hack to the year 1888, f<when a man blew in one windy morning

and asked to be directed to the dome
stairway. On being accommodated he
commenced his. upward journey and continnedas far as the second balcony.There he proceeded to divest himself of
his clothes, which he arranged in an ex- uceeritngly neat pile. When he accom- 0piished the task entirely and to his sat- ,

Isfaeticn, he retraced his steps rapidly.} and..as lightly and gracefully as a deer. 11
leaped blithely into the rotunda. It was h

________________ i
» v
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ust the time of day when sightseers and
isitors abounded, and his entrance was
>efore quite a good-sized audience. The
tuards and guides were paralyzed with
ltter amazement, refusing to credit their
iwn eyes, and no effort was made to
stop the airy stranger. Reaching the exictcenter of the rotunda, he poised Mer;ury-like,his right hand pointing aloft.
1'erhaps he was indicating where his
Mothes might he found. Perfectly useless
>rders were shouted by confused guards.
Meanwhile the stranger posed and
pointed.
In those days a little curio souvenir

stanfl tl'A\nr-at&i\ in tho rntunila Tic
iwner was a little old lady, a well known
jharacter In her day. On this occasion
>he appeared to be the only one who had
my presence of mind, for, seizing a rruarkableraincoat that she kept tucked
iway at the bottom of her stand, she ran
o the poseur and promptly enveloped him
n Its ample folds. This weird statue that
lad no place either in rotunda or hall of
ame was hastily conveyed to shelter and
jbscurity. Somewhat later he was reurnedto Ohio and to the asylum in that
itate from which he had escaped.

' SILLY" TOY BOOM.

reddy Bear Followed by Woolly
Animals and Manikins.

Tom the London Mirror.
Simple "silly" toys are all the rage just

tow.

The Teddy bear is responsible for the
loom, and following him a host of simple
mbreakable woolly animals, manikins
ind "babies" has sprung upon the toy
narket. Cheap mechanical clockwork
oys and things that "wind up" seem to
lave temporarily lost favor with chilIren.Boys up to twelve years of age,
:irls of all ages and even grown-ups
tave taken a violent fancy to the cloth or
coolen toy which can be punched, kicked,
at on or kissed without ill effects, either
o the. owner or to the toy.
Inquiries made at the leading London
opshops by the Dally Mirror Saturday
how that during the coming winter seaonthe simple toy will be the chief article
iold. At one large Regent street estabislimentone side of the shop is already
itocked with "silly" toys, and in a few
lays' time hundreds more will arrive
Ions, elephants, bears, sheep, dogs, rab»its,etc..eosting anvthine from Is to

3s each.
"The simple toy is having an undoubted

>00111 just now," said the manager
'These toys are really intended for l>a-
lies, but I have known ladies to fall in love
rith them and buy them for themselves.
Vhlle the craze is certainly affecting trie
ales of cheap mechanical clockwork toys,
t has not hurt the scientific toy trade,
t seems that children nowadays either
Ike an extremely simple toy or a really
biaint' amusement, such s*.s making elecricalexperiments, putting toy aeroplanes
ogether or scientific kite living."
Popular "silly" toys already sellingrwell
re "Baby Bumps," fitted with a "can't(Teak-'emart head." and a very live
joking duck, called a "Puddleduch."
iacli of these toys has been bought as a
lascot by ladies and taken out in motor
ars.
An interesting reason for the boom 111
lmple animal toys was given by an en
husiastic theatergoer. "Plays like tiie
Blue Bird,' 'Pinkie and the Fairies' and
Peter Pan,' in which animals possessed
f wonderful intelligence are seen on the
tage, have a considerable influence
ver children." he said. "lit the "Blue
lird* animals such as the cat. dog and
orse are made to possess a soul. They
cason and argue like human beings.
iow, me successrui toy manufacturer eu-1eavors to put this live, soulful quality jno his goods.he makes the cloth dog i
r rabbit as 'cute' and lifelike as possi- [le. It is the soulful quality of these i
jys. if I may so express it. which at-
acts. I have known ladies positively to
ave over a flufTy little cloth dog. making
sit by them at dinner and talking to it

jr hours In'a 'baby' voice." ^

A Hold-Up That Was Futile.
roo» Forest and Stream.

Highway robbery, practised by one bird
pon another, is not very unusual. Many
f us have seen one wild bird snatch
com another some bit of food that lie
as .secured, and a procession of chickens
t pursuit of one of their, number that
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lias obtained a morsel too large to he
swallowed at once is a common sight
wherever chickens are kept. A famous
and very impressive example of this robberytakes place when the bald eagle
chases the flshhawk that has captured a
prey, and forcing it to drop the fish ap-

i- * »* ' 11 l"' I1
propriace ll 10 118 own uat-s. tjruus ui van- i

oils species are also great robbers, and in
fact, many of them live by this trade. In
the Wilson Bulletin. I- S. Koliler de-
scribes an unusual battle over food in
which a pair of redheaded woodpeckers i
and four bluejays were quarreling and i
fighting over a large fragment of de- |
eayed suet. He says: "The redheads were i
in possession of the morsel and the jays i
were doing their hest to get it away from i
them. The jays repeatedly attacked and i
were repulsed as often by the woodpeckers,'thelatter easily dispersing the assaultersby attempting to pierce tbe
bodies of the jays with their sharp bills, c
The "Jays" principal method of attack was I
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to singly pounce down near the redheads
on the trunk of the tree on which the
woodpeckers had established themselves
and utter shrill cries and try to snatch
the suet, but on finding that single attemptswere of no avail they rallied their
forces and then made a general advance,
each adopting a different method of
strategy to gain the desired end. All
their efforts were of no use. and after almosta half-hour of fierce battle, the Jays
left the redheads, with their quarry, and
flew off, apparently much disappointed
and disgusted, to the other end of the
grove. Bearing in mind that the jays
are not prone to give in quickly and are
also quite covetous. I remained sitting on
i fallen stump just out of view of the
-edheads and watched. Several times a
'ingle jay returned to the scene of battle,
ipproaching as quickly as possible until
issured that the woodpeckers wetra still
>n guard, and then with loud calls flow
jack and joined its fellows." I
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Queen Amelia's Fortune.
From the Pall Mall flasette.
All kinds of tales are being: told about

the pecuniary affairs of the rova! family
of Portugal. Queen Amelia ia certainly
in good circumstances, for her marriage
portion was 3.000,000 francs and she inheritedover 8.000.000 franca from her
father, the Comte de Paris. The who'.a
of her fortune has always been safely

| invested outside of Portugal. Queen
Amelia was a beneficiary under the will
of the Due d'Aumate, and she will sow*
day Inherit another considerable fortuneI from her mother, the Comtesse de Paris.

| who is enormously rich.

It matters little what It Is that yon
want.whether a situation or a servant
.a want ad in The Star will reac.i the
person who will All your need.


